
AT A GLANCE
n Leave your car at home
n Stay in a hotel or B&B
n Visit Gloucester Cathedral
n Explore the historic docks
n Shop and dine
n Visit the museums
n Enjoy premiership rugby
n Events and festivals

A weekend with walks
in Gloucester

The Cathedral City of Gloucester

An historic waterside city...

Rich in history, Gloucester boasts a

wealth of architectural gems, numerous

visitor attractions and Premiership

rugby. It can truly be regarded as a

great English city.

The awe-inspiring 900-year cathedral is

the most-complete Perpendicular

Gothic building in the world. Here,

William the Conqueror ordered the

Domesday Book in 1085 and King

Edward II was buried after being

murdered at nearby Berkeley Castle.

More recently, the medieval fan-vaulted

cloisters can be seen in the Harry

Potter movies.

Gloucester’s waterside location and

stunning Victorian Docks add a special

dimension to the city. Although this

area is now used for leisure and

entertainment, it is still a working

environment. You may see a ship being

repaired in the dry docks or glimpse a

tall ship.

At the docks, you will find the

Waterways Museum and the Soldiers

of Gloucester Museum housed in

former grand warehouses. For some

retail therapy, Gloucester Quays offers

a choice of shops, an Antiques Centre,

restaurants and bars. Throughout the

year, numerous festivals include food &

drink and the magnificent Tall Ships.

The city centre is based on a Roman

cross layout. Westgate Street features

smaller, independent shops and access

to the Cathedral via College Court.

Here visitors will see the strangely

familiar Tailor of Gloucester’s shop from

Beatrix Potter’s story. 

As you wander the streets of

Gloucester, be sure to look up above

the shops to catch some real

architectural gems. 

Walking in and around 
Gloucester:
Short walks – all of these routes are
available at Gloucester Visitor
Information Centre or to download.
Norman Walk approx 2.5 miles – This

circular walk begins at the Cathedral

and takes you through ancient

Gloucester, following in the footsteps of

William the Conqueror. Norman history

echoes through the streets and

fascinating sites and fine structures are

dotted through the city, transporting you

back nearly 1000 years, such as 

St Oswald’s Priory, Blackfriars Priory
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Outdoors
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The Cathedral City of Gloucester

and the site of the Norman Castle.

Route available from the TIC.

Gloucester Waterways Walk approx 3 
miles - You might not think of 
Gloucester as being coastal, but the 
tidal waters of the River Severn flow 
here. This is a circular route along 
footpaths close to Gloucester City 
Centre. There are eight stopping points 
highlighted on the walk including 
Gloucester Lock, Westgate Bridge, 
Over Bridge and Alney Island Nature 
Reserve. Available to download. 

Gloucester Waterside Walks - A 
series of four waterside walks ranging 
from 1.5 miles to 5.5 miles, starting 
within a walk or bus ride of Gloucester 
city centre. These embrace the River 
Severn or the Gloucester Sharpness 
Canal, an area that offers great 
opportunities for the quiet enjoyment of 
the countryside. Available from 
Gloucester TIC or to download.

Longer walks:

Gloucester Sharpness Canal Walk

approx 16 miles (there are also

shorter options) – Take the footpath

from Gloucester Docks down the

Gloucester Sharpness Canal. The

former towpath runs the whole length

of the canal to Sharpness and can be

accessed at each of the 16 bridges.

Enjoy the boats and nature along this

flat walk for all abilities. An excellent

half way point at Saul Junction offers

refreshments and toilet facilities. It is

possible to return back to Gloucester

by bus from Slimbridge (where you will 
also find Slimbridge WWT) or 
Frampton on Severn. We recommend 
you plan your journey in advance due 
to the infrequency of buses. Available 
online.

Things to do in Gloucester
n Gloucester Cathedral

n Gloucester Quays outlet shopping

n Gloucester Waterways Museum

n Historic Docks

n Soldiers of Gloucestershire 

Museum

n Tailor of Gloucester’s House

Visitor Information Centre
+44(0) 01452 396572

www.cotswolds.com
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